? Iceberg Ahead N

I After sailing to Cherbourg, Fronce and Oueenstown, Irelond, the Tifani

| began moking its way ocross the North Atlantic sea towards New York. The

| morning of April 14, 1912 begorn as o normal day aboard the grand ship for

j Mary passengers. As it wos Sunday, many passengers attended church

, services. Children played games on the deck, and adults sociolized in the
lounges or recreational areas.

| Despite the normaley of the day, warnings began to come from other

| ships n the area that icebergs, growlers and field ice had been spotted in the

 direction the Tifanic was soling tfoward. A growler is a

| dark slab of ice that hos broken away from an iceberg,

The warnings of icebergs were not alarming fo

V' Captain Smith, and it was soid that he was even urged

| to go faster by J. Bruce Ismay to make good time.

| The day continued, and passengers soon settled down T

| for the evening. The iceberg warnings had been arriving |/
all dary and night. At F30PM, second OFficer Lightoller

I told +wo lookouts in the crow's nest to keep an

| eye out for any iceberas or growlers.
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The frow's nesd whers

Aboard the Tifanic there was o wireless room that P i e

housed a telegraph controlied by Jack Phillips and Harold

Bride. The telegraph wos meant to be used to communicate to the crow's
nest (o lookout area) ond bridge, wihere much of the ship's movement and
navigation was controlled. On the day of the ice warnings, marny wealthy
passengers were using the telegraph in lieu of writing letters to commmunicate
with people at home. The final ice warning came from the ship the Californin
arcund 10:-55PM, but was cut of f by Jack Philips to continue transmitting the
messages from the wealthy possengers.

The last lookouts of the night, Fredrick Fleet and Eegnald Lee, were alsa
told to look out for growlers and icebergs. However, the right was clear and
there was no moon, making ary ice hard fo see. The sea waos olso very calm
that right, which meant ary waves normally seen around icebergs weren't
there. Leebergs can be very massive, but they don't always seem so. Since
the vast majority of an iceberg is underwater, only a small part is visible above
wober,

Soon after the last intercepted ice warning, the twe lookouts spotted an

iceberg straight ahead of 11:39PM. /




I After Fredrick Fleet spotted the iceberg he rang the warnmg bell three fimes
| ond phoned the bridge to alert them about the ieberg ahead The crew quickly
sprang into action to try to advert disaster: First Of ficer Wilkarm Murdoch told

! Robert Hichens who was steering the wheel *Hard to starbeard™, which means to
| turn the ship sharply left The helrmsman steered left with all his strength. Af the
| same hime, Murdoch notified the engineers below and told them to stop the engines
I and put the ship into reverse.

Slowly the ship began to turn, but it was too lote. While
| The iceberg avoided o head—on collision (which would have
| octually been better), it struck the Tifanic on the right side.
i After the sinkingsome passengers said they saw the iceberg

hit, while mary ethers felt it Up on the deck, the damage

| zeerned minimal at first However, down below in the boiler
| room, the crew saw the actual darage. Tey water poured n,
| and the stokers had to run for their lives.

When the wreckage of the Tifoni wos found rmarsy
| years later, it was discovered that the iceberg had not actually
| made a long gash m the Frfanc but rather o series of scropes
y and burmps had caused the rivets to pop open, allowmng water
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William Murdach

to rush in. Becouse the iceberg was so large, it had opened up six of the sicteen
watertight compartrients m the Front of the ship The Trfare was only able to stay
afloat if no more than four of the compartments were Flooded, thus doorvimg the
ship.

The ship's builder Thormas Andrews and Captam Smith mspected the damoge
below and sow water pouring into the mal reomon G Deck. In ten minutes the
bow begon fo slowly sink as the compartments began to Fill with water
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A diagram of fhe
Tifanie where Fthe
darage accurred and
water sfarfed fo rush
i,

Mr. Andrews fold Smiith that the ship would sirk m Pwo hours, Captam Smith
gave Jock Phillps the Tfanics current posthon and told hirn to use the Morse Code
distress call COD and 505 Three ships received the distress call, the diympe the
Frankfirt and the

Carpatha. The Carpathio was the clesest, yet shll 58 miles away She wolid not be

E acle to Feach the Tioae Far hours ;




